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Dear Vicky,
 
RE: Racial Disparity within the Care System
 
I am writing on behalf of Home for Good, the children’s charity that focuses on supporting
children in the care system, who have contacted me with their concerns around racial
disparity issues that exist within care, fostering and adoption.
 
Whilst they have welcomed the recruitment campaign targeted at finding families from Black
and Minority Ethnic communities to meet the demand, but they are aware that disadvantage in
the system on the basis of ethnicity is not unique to adoption.
 
I understand from Home for Good that research Research has shown that Black children are
disproportionately represented within the care system, making up 5 per cent of the general
population but 8 per cent of children in care. However, Black children wait the longest for an
adoptive family and are the least likely to ever be adopted, comprising just 2% per cent of
children adopted every year. In addition, Black children make up almost 10 per cent of
children in kinship care.
 
Home for Good has written to me in advance of the upcoming Children’s Social Care Review
in England to ask if the Government will consider the significant issue of racial disparity
within the care system as a component of the Terms of Reference. 
 
I am aware that Home for Good is arranging for a joint letter on the above to be sent directly
to Matt, however I should be grateful if you could consider these points, and provide me with
a detailed response to allow me to report back to the charity and to those constituents who
take an interest in these important issues.

With best wishes,

Elliot Colburn
Conservative Member of Parliament for Carshalton and Wallington
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