
Dear Elliot Colburn MP 

 

Thank you for the concerns you have raised. These were discussed with local stakeholders at the 

Conservation and Access Management meeting on Thursday 18 June. 

 

After discussion with Viridor, who own and manage the site, the water levels in the lakes are low 

because of the lack of rainfall this spring. Following a site meeting with the Senior Biodiversity 

Officer and the site ecologist (MKA Ecology Ltd.) in late May, Viridor have been directed to turn 

sludge beds in the South East Corner, to try to enable lapwing to breed again, as this is the main area 

of the site for them. 

 

The fox attack of lapwing and little ringed plover on the islands of the main lake is a difficult issue. 

There have certainly been some voices suggesting that raising water levels would have prevented 

this. However, this has potential knock-on implications 

 

-Would raising water levels have flooded the nests of the target species? 

 

-Would raising water levels have flooded other nests around the edge of the lake or within lakeside 

vegetation we are not aware of? 

 

-Is (was) there sufficient water available to raise water levels, given the dry two months 

experienced? 

 

According to Viridor site staff, the water is still deep in the perimeter lake channels, meaning the fox 

swam across. If this is true, this is learnt behaviour (possibly stemming from a reduction in food 

availability due to the cessation of landfill) and it is unclear if raising the water levels would have had 

any impact. 

 

The site ecologist and the Senior Biodiversity Officer for the Council suggested in the Conservation 

and Access Management Committee (18/16/2020) that mammalian predator culling may be a 

necessity on Beddington Farmlands, to protect the target species, which may be a very contentious 

issue in its own right. 

 

George Killoughery Ltd own the land in question at Oak Copse. The land has several designations 

including Metropolitan Open Land, a Site of Metropolitan Importance for Nature Conservation and 

forms part of the Wandle Valley Regional Park. The trees were felled in 2008 but on investigation the 

Council was unable to secure sufficient evidence to secure a prosecution for the offence of removing 

these trees. It is understood that George Killoughery Ltd was investigated at the time but the Council 

could not establish sufficient proof that the owner had instructed the works. More recently, the 

same Company have carried out site clearance and earthworks, which the Council was initially 

advised to be a preventative measure against traveller incursions. On further investigation through 

our planning enforcement team, it has been established that George Killoughery Ltd have entered 

contractual terms with Prologis Ltd to allow the latter to use this land as a site compound and 

vehicle parking during the construction works on the site that Prologis Ltd are developing to the east 

of the Energy Recovery Facility. There are provisions within the General Permitted Development 

Order which allow these activities for a temporary period during construction of adjacent 

developments, after which the land must be reinstated. 

 



In parallel, George Killoughery Ltd has submitted a request for pre-application advice 

(PRE2020/00046) to use the land in question as a car park. The Planning team is currently assessing 

this and will be briefing the ward members for North Beddington when we have established 

sufficient details from the applicant about their future intentions, and we will extend the invitation 

to that briefing to you, which we hope to arrange in the next few weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andy Webber 

Head of Development Management and Strategic Planning 

Environment, Housing and Regeneration 

London Borough of Sutton 

24 Denmark Road, Carshalton SM5 2JG 


